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was had with the internal improvements. Here the experience 
of Illinois was similar to that of Ohio, Indiana and Michigan, 
so similar that a change of proper names and figures would 
make the story apply to either state. 

The stories of the Mormon war and the Black Hawk war 
are peculiar to Illinois and are well told. The general attitude 
of the people toward the Mormons and the Indians was the 
same in all the western states. 

Little can be said in adverse criticism. One is tempted to 
say that too much space is given to politics. One would like 
to read of the every-day life of the folks, for the big work af- 
ter all was that of transforming the woods and prairies into 
farms. The chapters on Illinois in ferment and social advance 
are devoted to this subject and for that reason will probably 
appeal most to the mass of readers. For the corresponding 
period in Indiana history I was able to find little in either 
home, church or school that would yield material for the his- 
torian. The home life was dull, hard and monotonous, the 
schools were mostly themes for discussion and neighborhood 
quarrel. Everything was personal and individual. So in the 
case of Illinois one might in criticising the author for lack of 
more attention to these subjects only betray the critic's ignor- 
ance. 

The style of the volume is not as light and easy as it should 
be for popular use. Many of the sentences are involved so that 
one frequently has to go back and re-read them before he 
grasps the meaning. This may be due in part to the large 
amount of detail contained. The reader at times when ex- 
pecting a clear cut conclusion is also disappointed in the caution 
of the author. Especially is this true where blame is in ques- 
tion as in the bank or internal improvements management. 

The state is to be congratulated on the excellence of the work 
of Dr. Pease. The thanks of the people of the whole north- 
west are due the author for the long, tedious, dishwashing 
work necessary in the preparation of such a volume. 

The Era of the Civil War, 1848-1870. By ARTHUR CHARLES 
Cole, University of Illinois, Illinois Centennial Commis- 
sion, 1919. pp. 499. 
The author of this volume took up the story where Dr. 

Pease left off. His first task was to divest his state of its 
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pioneer garments, a change which took place about the middle 
of the century. The volume naturally falls into two parts, the 
passing of the frontier, characterized by the building of cities, 
organization of social institutions such as schools, churches 
and banks and the second part, the origin, conduct and result- 
ing problems of the Civil war. During the first period the 
author travels along in easy coordination with the sister states. 
Ohio and Indiana passed from the pioneer stage about the 
same time ; each had its internal improvement period, and each 
tried to organize its banks, schools and other institutions on a 
better basis. Illinois profited to some extent by the mistakes 
of Ohio and Indiana on canals but was not so fortunate as In- 
diana in its banking system. The same influences operated in 
politics and the experience of Illinois was cumulative until 
1860. With the approach of the election of 1860 the plot wid- 
ens and the history of Illinois becomes inseparable from that of 
the nation. The debates between Douglas and Lincoln are 
national and from then till the assassination of Lincoln Illinois 
history becomes national. One can hardly say that the Re- 
publicans of Illinois were more interested than the Republicans 
of Indiana in the nomination and election of Lincoln. Henry 
S. Lane, candidate for governor of Indiana, and leader of the 
Republican delegation from Indiana to the convention of Chi- 
cago in 1860, did everything in his power for Lincoln. The 
Indiana Republicans were as much elated over Lincoln's suc- 
cess as were those of Illinois. The reverse of course is not true. 
Indiana history for this period has not the national signifi- 
cance. This fact made the task of the historian of Illinois for 
this period difficult. A most significant chapter is the one on 
the industrial revolution of 1860-70. Comparatively little at- 
tention has been paid to this tremendous result of the war. 
In the reconstruction period the history becomes more easily 
limited to state boundaries. 

The author is not hampered in this volume for lack of 
source materials. The problem is no longer one of finding 
but one of choosing and harmonizing. The volume is written 
almost entirely from the sources, manuscript and newspaper. 
These were amply supported by state and federal documents, 
biographies and reminiscent material. 

The writer is best in his political history though such chap- 
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ters as the passing of the pioneers and the population in war- 
time are excellent. The chapters on industrial topics such as 
the coming of the railroads, industrial revolution, and agricul- 
ture and the war are rather heavily laden with detail for easy 
reading. The style in general is easy only occasionally drop- 
ping below the usual demands of elegance. The author sus- 
tains the high level set by the preceding volumes and insures 
the state a history worthy of its greatness. 

Indiana Historical Collections. The Indiana Centennial 1916. 
A record of the celebration of One Hundredth Anniver- 
sary of Indiana's Admission to Statehood. Edited by 
Harlow Lindley, Secretary of Indiana Historical Com- 
mission. Indianapolis, 1919. pp. 441. 

The volume is made up primarily of addresses by various 
members of the commission, accounts of the county celebra- 
tions and the larger pageants. There are a number of full 
page illustration, principally of the various members of the 
commission together with the various state houses and the 
Constitutional Elm. The volume is a decided improvement 
over the preceding volumes in matters of arrangement, typo- 
graphy and paper. The contents are so various that a de- 
tailed review is hardly profitable, if possible. 

A copy of the History of the Heatwole Family was present- 
ed to the Survey by Frank L. Crone. The volume was written 
by Cornelius J. Heatwole in 1907 and traces the family from 
near Steeg on the Hundstriick in the fourteenth century down 
to the present. The American ancestor landed at Philadelphia 
in 1748. 

Iowa Biographical Series. James Baird Weaver. By Fred 
Emory HAYNES. Published by the State Historical So- 
ciety of Iowa. pp. 494. 1919. 

The career of General Weaver illustrates in a concrete way 
the course of western politics since the war. He was born of 
Scotch, English and German parents in Ohio, educated in the 
east, and a lawyer by profession. His ancestors fought in the 
Revolution and he fought in the Civil war. The great interest 
in his life, however is in his political career which carried him 
from the Republican party to the Greenbackers, from there to 
the Populist, from there to Democratic, at all times being a 



